
    
  

 
  

  

 
 

 

 

  
     

          
   

         
     

NATIONAL SCHOOL LUNCH PROGRAM: CHILDREN PARTICIPATING 
Data as of June 12, 2026 

State / Territory 
March 

2025 
February 

2026 
Preliminary 

March 
2026 

Initial 

Percent Change 
Mar 26 vs Mar 25 

Alabama 535,287 536,401 534,126 -0.2% 
Alaska 42,174 41,429 41,909 -0.6% 
Arizona 584,503 574,479 567,436 -2.9% 
Arkansas 307,958 312,195 309,109 0.4% 
California 3,279,963 3,194,941 3,181,778 -3.0% 
Colorado 448,847 459,538 445,549 -0.7% 
Connecticut 290,604 281,515 279,346 -3.9% 
Delaware 95,447 95,141 94,944 -0.5% 
District of Columbia 52,891 50,883 56,593 7.0% 
Florida 1,799,654 1,737,067 1,710,488 -5.0% 
Georgia 1,164,451 1,147,909 1,128,055 -3.1% 
Guam 15,207 14,520 13,967 -8.2% 
Hawaii 86,862 88,746 86,426 -0.5% 
Idaho 129,491 127,669 127,213 -1.8% 
Illinois 949,991 929,490 913,844 -3.8% 
Indiana 719,919 710,504 701,709 -2.5% 
Iowa 355,830 345,854 344,547 -3.2% 
Kansas 314,391 301,079 285,740 -9.1% 
Kentucky 498,188 481,695 484,307 -2.8% 
Louisiana 508,197 504,319 499,162 -1.8% 
Maine 114,407 113,311 113,316 -1.0% 
Maryland 471,223 461,704 456,868 -3.0% 
Massachusetts 624,831 614,636 613,100 -1.9% 
Michigan 897,306 909,083 752,950 -16.1% 
Minnesota 638,946 636,822 690,065 8.0% 
Mississippi 311,687 310,591 308,005 -1.2% 
Missouri 524,871 515,964 510,633 -2.7% 
Montana 75,598 71,907 70,554 -6.7% 
Nebraska 235,891 230,050 229,155 -2.9% 
Nevada 190,380 222,318 215,096 13.0% 
New Hampshire 75,591 50,706 37,506 -50.4% 
New Jersey 728,763 700,001 751,525 3.1% 
New Mexico 203,557 201,376 200,656 -1.4% 
New York 1,726,268 1,809,002 1,792,275 3.8% 
North Carolina 857,457 844,033 849,800 -0.9% 
North Dakota 91,892 90,697 89,722 -2.4% 
Ohio 989,230 986,823 981,813 -0.7% 
Oklahoma 401,294 351,029 357,624 -10.9% 
Oregon 298,680 294,368 293,224 -1.8% 
Pennsylvania 989,306 963,197 971,189 -1.8% 
Puerto Rico 152,076 143,655 136,202 -10.4% 
Rhode Island 75,348 73,135 73,660 -2.2% 
South Carolina 509,598 513,953 513,626 0.8% 
South Dakota 98,755 95,869 96,078 -2.7% 
Tennessee 660,181 639,632 641,117 -2.9% 
Texas 3,385,417 3,389,491 3,352,892 -1.0% 
Utah 319,011 309,872 308,237 -3.4% 
Vermont 53,707 49,936 54,027 0.6% 
Virginia 739,619 719,535 731,189 -1.1% 
Virgin Islands 5,386 4,835 2,239 -58.4% 
Washington 551,571 539,317 537,930 -2.5% 
West Virginia 167,099 157,618 162,387 -2.8% 
Wisconsin 459,474 465,220 459,474 0.0% 
Wyoming 42,844 40,981 40,518 -5.4% 
Dept. of Defense 22,935 22,907 23,510 2.5% 

TOTAL 29,870,051 29,478,951 29,224,410 -2.2% 
Participation data are based on average daily meals adjusted by an attendance factor of 0.927. Dept. of Defense 
refers to children of armed forces personnel attending school abroad. 

Data for February and March 2026 are preliminary and are subject to significant change; all data are 
subject to revision. 

USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer, and lender. 
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