
Findings are from the School Nutrition and Meal Cost Study, which was conducted by Mathematica. The study provides 
information about a broad array of topics, including the food and nutrient content of school meals, the costs of school meals, the 
food environments in schools, and the contribution of school meals to children’s overall diets. Detailed reports, other infographics, 
webinars, and a video of key study findings are available at: https://www.fns.usda.gov/school-nutrition-and-meal-cost-study.
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The Cost of Producing 
School Meals  
Has Increased 

In SY 2014-2015, lunches in 
elementary schools cost less 

to produce than lunches in 
middle and high schools.

But more nutritious 
lunches, as measured 
by the Healthy Eating 
Index, did not cost  
more to produce.

* Difference between SY 2005-2006 and SY 2014-2015 is statistically
significant for lunch, but not for breakfast. SY = school year.

In SY 2014-2015, school meals were planned using updated nutrition 
standards implemented in SY 2012-2013.

 

 










Average Cost of Producing School Meals

School food authorities (SFAs) receive revenue from 
several sources. USDA cash reimbursements and 
USDA foods are not meant to cover all SFA costs.

USDA Foods includes the cash value of both entitlement and bonus products.
Percentages sum to more than 100 due to rounding.

USDA
Reimbursements

1% Other

Student 
Payments for

Reimbursable
Meals

A la Carte and Other
Nonreimbursable

Sales

State and
Local Funds

57%

6%

20%

11%
6%

USDA Foods

Percentage Contribution to SFA Revenues

In SY 2014-2015, total costs in the average
SFA slightly outweighed their revenues. 

Average SFA revenues = 97% of total costs

Revenues Costs

SFA costs
slightly outweighed 

SFA revenues

The ratio between SFA costs and revenues was not significantly different from 
the ratios estimated in prior studies of school meal costs and revenues.

https://www.fns.usda.gov/school-nutrition-and-meal-cost-study

	The Cost of Producing School Meals Has Increased




Accessibility Report





		Filename: 

		SNMCS_infographic4_Cost of Producing School Meals.pdf









		Report created by: 

		



		Organization: 

		







[Enter personal and organization information through the Preferences > Identity dialog.]



Summary



The checker found no problems in this document.





		Needs manual check: 0



		Passed manually: 2



		Failed manually: 0



		Skipped: 0



		Passed: 30



		Failed: 0







Detailed Report





		Document





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Accessibility permission flag		Passed		Accessibility permission flag must be set



		Image-only PDF		Passed		Document is not image-only PDF



		Tagged PDF		Passed		Document is tagged PDF



		Logical Reading Order		Passed manually		Document structure provides a logical reading order



		Primary language		Passed		Text language is specified



		Title		Passed		Document title is showing in title bar



		Bookmarks		Passed		Bookmarks are present in large documents



		Color contrast		Passed manually		Document has appropriate color contrast



		Page Content





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Tagged content		Passed		All page content is tagged



		Tagged annotations		Passed		All annotations are tagged



		Tab order		Passed		Tab order is consistent with structure order



		Character encoding		Passed		Reliable character encoding is provided



		Tagged multimedia		Passed		All multimedia objects are tagged



		Screen flicker		Passed		Page will not cause screen flicker



		Scripts		Passed		No inaccessible scripts



		Timed responses		Passed		Page does not require timed responses



		Navigation links		Passed		Navigation links are not repetitive



		Forms





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Tagged form fields		Passed		All form fields are tagged



		Field descriptions		Passed		All form fields have description



		Alternate Text





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Figures alternate text		Passed		Figures require alternate text



		Nested alternate text		Passed		Alternate text that will never be read



		Associated with content		Passed		Alternate text must be associated with some content



		Hides annotation		Passed		Alternate text should not hide annotation



		Other elements alternate text		Passed		Other elements that require alternate text



		Tables





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Rows		Passed		TR must be a child of Table, THead, TBody, or TFoot



		TH and TD		Passed		TH and TD must be children of TR



		Headers		Passed		Tables should have headers



		Regularity		Passed		Tables must contain the same number of columns in each row and rows in each column



		Summary		Passed		Tables must have a summary



		Lists





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		List items		Passed		LI must be a child of L



		Lbl and LBody		Passed		Lbl and LBody must be children of LI



		Headings





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Appropriate nesting		Passed		Appropriate nesting










Back to Top



