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Mr. James W. Gillan

Director

Guam Department of Public Health and Social Services
123 Chalan Kareta

Mangelo, Guam 96913-6304

RE: SNAP - Guam Request to Waive Able-bodied Adults without Dependents
Time Limits — Extension — Approval

Dear Mr. Gillan:

This is in response to the Guam Department of Public Health and Social Services’
request to extend waiver number 2140024, which would allow Guam to exempt
able-bodied adults without dependents (ABA WD) throughout the Territory from
the Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP) time limit at

7 CFR 273.24. The U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics does not generate
employment data for the Territory of Guam. Instead, the Territory has provided
data from the Guam Department of Labor, Bureau of Labor Statistics (Guam
BLS) as supportive documentation of its high unemployment. Due to the
unavailability of data from the U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics, the Food and
Nutrition (FNS) has considered Guam BLS data as acceptable support for
previous ABAWD waiver requests from the Territory of Guam. Guam BLS
publishes unemployment figures on a quarterly basis throughout each calendar
year.

Guam submitted unemployment figures from calendar years 2012, 2013, and
2014, the most recent Guam BLS data available, in support of its request. The
Guam BLS data provided demonstrates that Guam had an average unemployment
rate that reached 20 percent above the national average for the 36-month period of
calendar years 2012, 2013, and 2014,

Based upon the data provided, FNS is approving the waiver extension for a
24-month period, effective October 1, 2015 through September 30, 2017. The
detailed waiver response is attached. If you have any questions, please contact
Barbara Utuchian at barbara.utuchian@fns.usda.gov.

Seole Goiza But.

Sasha Gersten-Paal

Chief

Certification Policy Branch
Program Development Division
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14.  Date of national office action: GEP { 8 2015
15. Date of State agency’s request: August 7, 2015
16. Date of regional office transmittal of request: August 19, 2015
17. Implementation date (notify FNS if actual date differs): October 1, 2015
18. State agency contact:
Theresa L. Arcangel

(671) 735-7300
theresa.arcangel(@dphss.guam.gov

19. FNS regional contact:
Barbara Utuchian
(415) 645-1939
barbar~ -*~hir~")fns.usda.gov
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