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MAR 3 1 2016

Ms. Marilyn Martinez
Director

Income Support Division

P.O. Box 2348

Santa Fe, New Mexico 87504

RE: SNAP -New Mexico Request to Waive Able-bodied Adults without
Dependents Time Limit — Approval

Dear Ms. Martinez:

This is in response to the New Mexico Human Services Department’s request to
waive the Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP) time limit for
able-bodied adults without dependents throughout the State of New Mexico.

The New Mexico State agency has supported its request based upon the State’s
eligibility for extended unemployment benefits, a criterion for waiver approval
provided by SNAP regulations at 7 CFR 273.24. The State has provided a copy of
Department of Labor Trigger notice 2015-49, effective December 20, 2015, showing
that New Mexico qualified for extended unemployment benefits. Following
longstanding Food and Nutrition Service (FNS) policy, States can qualify for a
12-month statewide waiver for up to 12 months after the trigger date.

FNS is approving New Mexico’s request to waive the time limit statewide
effective March 1, 2016, through December 31, 2016. Although the State agency
requested the waiver be made effective January 1, 2016, FNS is approving the
waiver effective March 1, 2016, the same month in which it was requested. FNS
stands ready to provide additional technical assistance on ABAWD related issues
as requested by the State. For tracking purposes, FNS is issuing this approval
under waiver number 2160027. If you have any questions or for technical
assistance, please contact Arianne Steed at Arianne.Steed@fns.usda.gov.

Sincerely,
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Sasha Gersten-Paal
Chief
Certification Policy Branch

Program Development Division
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Action and reason for approval or denial: The Food and Nutrition
Service (FNS) is approving the New Mexico State agency’s request to
waive the ABAWD time limit statewide because the State meets the
requirements for approval provided at 7 CFR 273.24(f)(2)(ii) and relevant
guidance. Although the State agency requested the waiver be made
effective January 1, 2016, FNS is approving the waiver effective

March 1, 2016, the same month in which it was requested.

Regulatory or legislative basis for action: This waiver is approved
pursuant to 7 CFR 273.24(£f)(1)(ii).

Conditions and reasons: None.

Information required for extension: To receive an extension the State
agency must provide FNS with a formal waiver request supported by data
or other information as described in 7 CFR 273.24(f). If the State requests
extension based upon unemployment rates, it must provide FNS with all
supporting documentation, including data spreadsheets.

Implementation date and Expiration date: The waiver is effective
March 1, 2016, through December 31, 2016.

Limitation, if any, on regional office approval of like requests: This
waiver is limited to the New Mexico State agency.

Date of national office action: MAR 3 { 2016

Date of State agency’s request: March 31, 2016

Date of regional office transmittal of request: March 31,2016
State agency contact:

Samuel Peinado

(505) 827-7219
Samuel.Peinado(@state.nm.us
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Arianne Steed

(214) 290-9868
Arianne.Steed@fns.usda.gov
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