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Ms. Kimberly A. Nikolaidis

Acting SNAP Administrator

Rhode Island Department of Human Services
Louis Pasteur Building

57 Howard Avenue

Cranston, Rhode Island 02920

RE: SNAP - Rhode Island Request to Waive Able-Bodied Adults without Dependents

Time Limit — Extension — Approval
Dear Ms. Nikolaidis:

This is in response to the Rhode Island Department of Human Services’ request to
extend waiver number 2150035, which would allow Rhode Island to continue to
exempt able-bodied adults without dependents (ABAWD) throughout the State
from the Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP) time limit at 7 CFR
273.24 through December 31, 2017. The Rhode Island State agency has already
requested and received Food and Nutrition Service (FNS) approval for a 12-month
waiver extension covering calendar year 2016. Now the State has requested a 24-
month waiver extension based upon having an average unemployment rate 20
percent above the national average for a recent 36-month period. Following
longstanding Food and Nutrition Service (FNS) policy, areas may qualify for a 24-
month waiver based upon having an average unemployment rate 20 percent above
the national average for a recent 36-month period.

The data provided by the State agency demonstrates that Rhode Island had an
unemployment rate 20 percent above the national average for the 36-month period
of October 2012 through September 2015. Therefore, FNS is approving the Rhode
Island State agency’s request to extend its ABAWD time limit waiver in Rhode
Island for 24 months, effective January 1, 2016 through December 31, 2017. The
detailed waiver response is attached. Please contact Kevin Pasquaretta at
Kevin.Pasquaretta@fns.usda.gov with any questions.

Sincerely,

Sasha Gersten-Paal

Chief

Certification Policy Branch
Program Development Division
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