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Ms. Amanda Doherty

Administrator

Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program
South Dakota Department of Social Services
700 Governors Drive

Pierre, South Dakota 57501

RE: SNAP — South Dakota Request to Waive Able-bodied Adults without
Dependents Time Limit — Extension and Modification — Approval

Dear Ms. Doherty:

This is in response to the South Dakota Department of Social Services’ request to
extend and modify waiver number 990047, which would allow South Dakota to
exempt able-bodied adults without dependents (ABAWD) in 12 counties and eight
reservation areas from the Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP) time
limit at 7 CFR 273.24 for fiscal year 2016.

The South Dakota State agency has supported its request to waive the time limit in
four contiguous counties — Campbell, Corson, Dewey, and Ziebach Counties — based
upon the group having an aggregate average unemployment rate 20 percent above the
national average for a recent 24-month period. The State agency has supported
waiving the time limit in another 8 contiguous counties — Bennett, Buffalo, Jackson,
Jones, Lyman, Mellette, Shannon, and Todd Counties — based upon the group having
an aggregate average unemployment rate 20 percent above the national average for a
recent 24-month period.

The State agency has also requested to waive the time limit in Cheyenne, Crow Creek,
Flandreau, Lower-Brule, Pine Ridge, and Rosebud Reservations based upon each
individual reservation area having an aggregate average unemployment 20 percent
above the national average for a recent 24-month period. Additionally, the State has
requested to waive the time limit in Yankton and [ake Traverse Reservations based
upon their respective low and declining employment-to-population ratios.

The Bureau of Labor Statistics and American Community Survey data provided by the
South Dakota State agency supports waiver approval for the requested areas.
Therefore, the Food and Nutrition service ts approving South Dakota’s request to
waive the ABAWD time limit in the 12 counties and eight reservation areas for
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12 months, effective October 1, 2015, through September 30, 2016. The detailed
waiver response is attached. If you have any questions, please contact Kathie Herrman
at Kathie.Herrman(@fns.usda.gov or Philip Fraley at Philip.Fraley@tns.usda.gov.

Sincerely,
Snrbine GerTXBont

Sasha Gersten-Paal

Chief

Certification Policy Branch
Program Development Division
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group having an aggregate average unemployment rate 20 percent above the
national average for a recent 24-month period. In addition, the State agency has
requested to waive the time limit in Cheyenne, Crow Creek, Flandreau, Lower-
Brule, Pine Ridge, and Rosebud Reservations based upon each individual
reservation area having an aggregate average unemployment 20 percent above the
national average for a recent 24-month period.

The State agency selected the same 24-month period — June 2013 through

May 2015 — for each county group and for all six reservation areas. During this
24-month period the national unemployment rate was 6.3 percent; 20 percent
above this is 7.6 percent. As detailed in the tables below, each county group and
all six reservation areas qualify based upon having unemployment rates 20 percent
above the national average from June 2013 through May 2015.

Bureau of Labor Statistics Local Area Unemployment Data

June 2013 — May 2015*

Group Unemplovmept wata

’)(\0/0 Ahnva Natinnal a verage 1hreshold

County Labor Force Total Unemployed Total
Campbell 20,128 690

Corson 36,277 2,222
Dewey 56,877 8,349
Ziebach 24,441 1,454
Group Total 137,723 12,715
Group Unemployment Rate 9.2%

20% Above National Average Threshold 7.6%

County Labor Force Total Unemployed Total
Bennett 27,241 1,556
Buffalo 17,588 1,442
Jackson 31,660 1,766

Jones 14,865 520

Lyman 43,991 1,976
Mellette 19,858 1,286
Shannon 87,439 11,632

Todd 74,847 6,798

Group Total 317,489 N4 074

| I BWY/a

*Data extracted trom http:/www.bls.gov on September 2, Zu1>










